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Interesting  and  Instructive  Lecture  by  E.  P.  Lea- 
cock,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P. 

Evidence  from  History  as  to  tlie  Navigatality  of  ilie  Bay  and  Straits, 


The   fnllowing  mIiU-    Icctiiiv  was  deliv 
orwl    on     Friday    <!VoiiinL,'  I;i8t,  .laii.  4tli, 
iMjfciri'    the    Young  Miiii's    Miihiiil     I  in   i 
[ii'oVi'nK'Ut    Society    of    Kildonaii,  in  tin- j 
Kildoiian  West    School    house,  by  E.  P. 
Luacock,    M.    P.    P.,     Wavdi'U    of    Kil-  '■ 
iloiiiin  :  i 

THK  LEr'l  I  KK,  ] 

1  must  take  you  hack  a  pci'iodof  ueaily  ' 
;]0C  yeai-B,  to   the    time    wlion  tlic  Tuilovs  , 
reigned  in  England  and  the  I'lnnor  of  the 
discovery  of   the  new  continent  had  tilled  j 
sovereigns  and  iMM)j)le  alike    with  an  am-  I 
liition  to  obtfiin-a  portion  in  this  vast  ;>nd  : 
MiifXilored   heritage.      King  Heniy    \  II 
titled  out  several  expeditions,    enii)loying 
.IS  iris    discoverer    one    Sehastieii    Tlahor 
who,  aitcording  to  all    acconiit.s,  was  a  na- 
tive of  tin,'  city  of  Bristol.      It  wa.s  in  the  | 
year  14UH  that  Cabot  aaile<l  into  the  Kud 
son's  Bay,  and  this  is  the  first  record  that 
we  h;nc  of   any    vessel    passiiig  intxi  that  I 
inland  .sea.      From    the    information  that 
can  be  obtained  there  Is  reason  to  believe 
that   lie    i)euetrated     as    liigh  as  latitude 
I'lTV'.     The  next  official  record  we  iia\e  of 
.1  ^oyago  into  Hudson's    l>ay    is   the  year  i 

!t)H),  wiun  Hudson,    whose    na.iu;  it  has, 
.-nice  borne,  sailed  fruiu    England    on  the 
l'>tli  of    April,     in    a    vessel     named  the  i 

■  Discoverie,'  a  vessel  of  sexenty  tons,  i 
in  which  he  penotiat-.Hl  into  the  bay,  and  I 
H.iiled  all  aiound  it.  At  last,  anding  on  : 
the  Southern  short>,  he  pa.ssed  tht-  winter  i 
"f  ]l»10-Il  there,  and  st;vrt.ed  in  tlie  i 
M[iring  to  return  northward,  and  uiany  of  \ 
V'Vikiiowthe  history  of  how  a  nuitiiiy  ; 
breaking  (tilt  amon;;  tln'  r-rcv.  this  gal- j 
i.iut  ex]»lorer  , 

W  \s  Ml  KliKl;Kl>  1 

■vitli  his  princii>al  othcers.  The  inuti-  ; 
noers,  however,  fortunately  for  us,  took  ; 
the  little  "  Discoverie  "  back  to  Knglaiul  ^ 
with  the  precious  record  of  iier  \i>yagi' 
■ind  her  explorations;  and  on  the  .^trengih  ' 
of  this,  in  l<jJ3,  the    same  vessel  was  fit-  \ 


te<l  out  under  tlu  command  of  (;i1)boiis, 
and  again  sailed  into  the  bay.  i-xjiloring 
its  short:s  and  verifying  the  information 
gathered  by  Hudson  three  years  bi'fori-. 
But,  not  content  with  the  information  s«> 
obtained,  anoljicr  expedition  was  titted 
out  by  Batliii  with  tlifsauM-  vessel  in  the 
follovvimr  year;  and  his  charts  and  phms 
may  l)e  held  to  be  the  hnal  exploration  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  in  so  far  as  the  e.iily 
di.s'-overers  of  America  were  concerned.  It 
was  not  again  till  tin;  year  ItiTO  that  the 
Hud.son's  Bay  appears  prominently  in 
history.  In  that  year  Chitrles  II.  no 
do  l)oabt  wishing  to  tind  a  suitable  re- 
war<l  for  his  valiant  cousin.  Prince  Tlu 
pert,  who  had  fou^hr  so  nobly  at  Naseby 
ami  Edge  Hill,  .saw  no  nunc  t'tting  re- 
conqteiifo  than  to  give  him  the  control  of 
a  coin)>any  to  exjilore  and  develop  tliis 
vast,  region.  It  was  in  that  year  that  tin- 
company  of  ailvcnturerstrading  into  Hud 
.son's  liay  received  its  cliarter  Froiu  the 
Or('Wii 

Till.    HISTOKV 

of  that  cliarter  has  been  so  often  and  .so 
freely  discussed  in  this  Province  that  it 
is  needless  for  nu'  to  deal  with  iinything 
coniu'cted  with  it,  excejit  in  so  far  a.s  it 
may  ati'ect  the  subject  we  now  have  undei 
discus.sion.  The  first  seotlements  m;ide 
by  the  company  were  at  James  Bay,  at 
Fo)t  Churchill  and  at  Hayes"  Biver.  B.iil 
it  .appears  that  the  i>ul)lic  wen-  not  satis- 
tied  with  tlie  develoi>ment  made  1)y  the 
comjia!>y,  for  in  174!*  the  records  of  the 
English  Parliament  show  us  th.it  an  iip- 
plication  was  made  to  cancel  the  chartei' 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  a  non- 
user.  It  was,  howevei',  shown  by  tin- 
compfuiy  before  a  committee  of  Pailia- 
meut  tiiat.  though  they  h;ul  only  hvc 
forts,  and  all  of  the.se  were  on  or  near  the 
bay,  tiieir  trade  was  V(>ry  large  and 
proHtable,  indeed  ;  that  the  number  of 
their  emjiloycs/vasconsideiidde  ;  and  the 


2 


trade  they  took  in    aiul    "iit  nf    the  lliul-  ' 
HoiiM   M;iy    \v;i.s    such    as    t>>   thonmuhly  | 
justify    the    eoiiuiiittee     in  inlvisiii^'  fh') 
House  t(t  allow  all    their  privili.Lfes  to  he  i 
contiiine<l.      If,  so   far    hack  in    the  |iaHt,  ' 
fi      cotiniauy       with       five       forts      was 
able  to  make  ho  threat  a  pr<itit,  it  seems  to  , 
me  tliat.  the  traile  of  Hudson's    Bay     has 
been  .sadly  neiileeted,     not    to  day    (o  he  ' 
more    known    and    esteemed.      I>nt,     to  | 
tnrn  hack  to  the  i|Uestion   of    navi<_Mtion. 
In  ITU.holihs  tells  im  thii.ta  vessi.l  wlii-  h  '' 
was  leaving  Hud.son's    I5ay  late  ii.  the  fall 
went  into  a  lit* h' inlet  to    ol>tain     water, 
and  while  she  wa.s  tlun'e, 

lloatini^    to    the    entrance    of  tlie  creek, 
blocked  ]u!i'   passage,    and   her  ei-ew  pre- 
pared to  piiss  the    \vint(^r    theiv  ;    but  a 
ehaiiLje  of    wind     towards    the  inirldli'  of 
I)ecend)er    movetl    the    iceberg  from  the 
mouth  of  the  iidet,  and  the  vessel    .sailed 
throujifh  the    straits    on    Chi-istmaa  iJay,  j 
witliout  meeting    .'iny     ice  to  impede  her  i 
pa.sHage.      A  record  has  i>cen    kej)t  liy  the  , 
Hudson's  liay  ( 'ompany  .11   H.-iyes'    lliver  I 
for  lifry    yeais,     and     that    record  shows  I 
that  the    river  has  i)ien  ojten  an   avejage  I 
of  six  months  in  the  year.     Th»^re  ciUi  be  I 
no  doubt  I  think  that  tlu'  H.  15.  (\..     di.l  j 
not  kee]>  this  record  \\it.h   any  view  of  its  \ 
ever  being  use<l    as     evideJice    in  the  fu-  j 
ture    '^  the  fact    thai     the    navig.ation  of 
Huitn.ii's    l>ay     was    good.     No  one  can 
accu.se  the  cor.ipauy   of   having  ever  been  j 
too    anxious     to     open     up     trade    into' 
this        region  ;       and      therefore,       the  ] 
record        ke|it       by        their       employes,  i 
evidently  for  their  own  information,  and  1 
without    any    view     to    the    purpose  for  j 
wliich  it  is  ,ind  will  l)e  now  used,  luut-i  be 
taktui  as  the  heat  i'\!<lvncit  pofisii)h'.       All  ; 
the    record    that    ean     be  obtauud  t'lom 
travelleix  through  that  rcgii^n  .shows   that 
the  bay  i.s  open  all  winter,   iml  j 

Tin;    \>t)l!sT    I'.WCKH  I 

ha.'i    alway.s    been  anticipated  by  them  in  i 
the    months    (>f    Junt!    and    .Jul\.     The 
I'liited    States,     with    their  nsua'  enter-  ' 
prise,    li.iAc    not    neghcted  tlie  Hudson's 
Hay    ri'gion;  and  we  tind  by  their  official  i 
retnnisni  tlu- years  ISti;;-.}-.'!-!)  that  theii- 
uhalei's    took    out    of   tju^  lliulson's  Bay. 
more    than  .«;l,(.>t)U,0()0  worth  of  whale  oil  i 
arid    whalebone.       We    find  that  in  JH74  ; 
ivnd  the  years  ]»recediug,  fifty  \dyages    of  i 
I'liiti'd    States    ve.ssels    had    been  made,  i 
and  that  the  [iroHt  returned  tothelniti'd  | 
States  (iovernmiiit  »  a.s  i>J,li7l,'HlO.      \Vi;  ; 
lind       no      record       of        losses,         and  1 
on     (the      othei-      hand        Mr.       Era.s- 
tu.s      \\  iman,      a       gentleman       whose! 


onteryiri.se  hius  been  in  everything  which 
is  jounected  with  the  development  i>f  the 
continent,  has  obbiined  report.s  from  all 
the  ea]>tains  of  wliaUrs  t'.iat  he  could,  and 
from  what  \w  6l,ates,  ho  finds  them  all 
agreed  that  the  navigation  of  the  liud- 
hoUH  liay  is  open  all  the  year.  Such 
authority  as  thi.s  can  haivlly  be 
iloubttd,  and  I  cauiiot  undei-staud 
why  .so  much  <iaestion  is  raised 
!us  to  the  feasibility  of  ylng  in  and  out 
of  the  str.iit.i  when  we  find  that  these 
ves.sels,  averaging  'J2U  cons,  have  fcar- 
lesslv  navigated  it  so  long  and  so  profit- 
al>ly.  The  Hud.son's  ]>ay  Company  havi' 
m.'uleabdut  ('■">"  \oy;i;es  in  ;ind  oul  of  the 
straits,  ami  Wi;  find  few  losses  mentioned. 
The  one  tliat  is  most  s|»oken  of  is 
tliat  of 

TWO  vt;s.si;i.s 
which  wore  h»8t  on  Mansfield  Island  in 
the  year  1804;  but  we  tind  that  flu  cap 
tains  had  been  visiting  on  l»oard  an 
American  whaler,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  tlu!  liosjiitality  of  our  Anierie.in 
cousins  had  overeome  the  skippiirs' know 
ledge  of  navigatiiui.  York  Factory  has 
kept  its  record  of  voyages  foi'  nniety-two 
years,  and  Moose  Fact^iiy  for  14(»  years; 
and  a  few  blanks  which  occur  in  these 
records  show  that  the  voyages  were  con- 
tinuous, and  that  loss  and  danger  never 
interfered  with  the  navigation  at  that 
time.  It  is  even  m  be  wondered  that  the 
H.  B.  Co.  did  not  lose  more  vessels,  f«0' 
in  order  to  send  their  outfits  to  the  dith-r- 
I'lit  j)osts  throughout  the  interior  their 
ve.s.sels  alw.iys  came  in  through  tin/  straitis 
Jis  early  as  possible,  very  often  nrrivini; 
about  the  ir»th  of  duly,  which  on  all 
hands  is  agreed  to  ht>  the  worst  time 
I'f  the  year  for  navigation.  it 
is  surprising  then  how,  entering 
just  at  till'  season  when  the  ice  flow  was 
mosi  jirevali!!)!,  they  escaped  with  so  lit 
tie  loss.  Till'  difliculty  which  is  most  [ire- 
.seiitud  is  the  harbors  being  closed  for  six 
months  in  the  year  ;  but,  1  would  iisk, 
an-  not  t^uebee  and  Montreal  ue-bound 
for  almost  a  like  jieriod  i  And,  it  seems 
to  me,  if  these  pcn'ts  can  caiTy  on  tlu 
great  trade  they  do,  it  is  no  reason  wh\ 
ports  further  north  should  be  eon- 
<lomned  because  they  have  tlu;  same  difli 
cult ies  as  these 

TWO  OIIIOAT  SHll'l'l.\(ji    I'OINTS 

on  the  St.  Lawrence.  As  a  country,  the 
neighborhootl  of  Hudson's  Bay  presents, 
according  to  Prof.  Bell,  valuable  features. 
The  timber,  he  tells  us,  is  nuiiieious,  and 
the  minerals  .also  are  CI 'Usidered  to  be  of 
L'reat  value.     The  fisheries  are  a   \ast  in- 
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<lur(try  !VH  yot  uiuloveloiuHl  ;  for,  with  the 
,\(;i;iitii)iMif  wliiiling  aiul  catcliiiig  soino 
u  liiti!  iinrpoiHos,  the  tiMhiiiu;  imori'sts  uf 
lliulsnirs  IViy  hiivo  l»i!oii  uo>,'locto(l.  lint, 
tViiiii  what  wo  ciui  j^iithrr  as  to  tho  iiuaii- 
ut\  and  i|iiality  iif  tlu' tisli.  thfio  is  in> 
.liin.stiuii  l>iit,  with  a  liiu;  to  a  [tort  on  thi- 
lfi!(l.soii'sBay,aii  imuioiise  <iuantity  of  fish 
woulil  1h'  foiWiiiilcd  to  till'  niarki'ts  of 
<  'hicaico  and  the  west.  As  far  as  aLjritul- 
tnral  laud  in  I'oncTnicd,  IV'f.  Ik'll  .speaks 
■  <i  soiiiu  |»i'int-H  on  what  wouhl  hi'  tl)o  pro- 
[..iscd  lino  of  railway  which  would  jiossrss 
\aliu!  for  thesi-  purjioscs.  I'rof.  Macouii, 
\n  liisj^'vuat  work  on  INlaiiitohu  and  tho 
NorrhwoKt  says  :-  "Port  Nt-lson  is  about 
SO  liiili'.s  noiuer  Livurpotjl  via  Hiidsoii's 
Straits  than  is  Now  York.  It  is  at  the 
■uouth  of  a  riviT  of  tho  tiivt  class,  carry- 
m'_'  a  body  of  wator  double  that  of  tho 
north  and  south  braiichos  of  tlio  Sas- 
katfliowan  couibincd,  and  it  roaches  tho 
so.i  throuyh  a  nai'i'ow  (h-prossioii  in  the 
liaureutitles  having  a  descent  of  almut  20 
iMclu'.s  in  tho  mil  J,  or  in  round  nmnbors, 
7(M)  foot  in  a  little  more  than  400  stat  ut<' 
Milos  from  tho  sjtot  wliere  it  dobouche.i 
from  Lake  Winnijiog. 

I'CMIC  .NKLsoy, 
iriori«()\or,  i.s  about  tho  same  distance 
trom  tho  edge  of  this  vast  fertile  region 
ni  tlio  Noi-tliwo.st,  oxceo.hng  200,(X»0,000 
ariTs  in  area,  as  (,>uobee  is  from  Toronto. 
!''"r  mon;  than  L'OO  years  from  two  to 
iivi;  sailing  vessels  on  an  average,  fre- 
(|Uoiitly  with  warships  convoying  them, 
liiivo  sailed  annu.dly  from  Europe  and 
Amorita  to  Port  Nelson  and  other  ports 
oii  Hiid.son'.s  liay,  and  have  i-eturned 
with  cargoes  the  .same  season,  and  have 
iMturnod  via  tho  «>nly  available  route, 
Hudson's  Si  raits.  "  I  would  now  turn 
tor  ;i  moment  to  the  (|Uestion  of  har- 
li.'rs.  Fort  Chunhill  is  availalile  for 
vos.sels  drawing  oO  feet  of  w.ater,  and  is 
entered  by.  a  pas.sage  half  a  mile 
wiile,  and  twelve  fathom.s  deei>. 
riie  nnchorage,  tested  now  for 
iwii  centuries,  lias  proved  a  goo<l 
'I'llding  grouiul.  Fort  Prince  of  VVales 
ivas  huilt  thoie  about  the  year  1750,  and 
1  Would  draw  your  attention  to  tho  f'ai.t 
that  wliat  wo  doom  a  valueless  C'iuntr\ 
iii.isl  liavi!  boon  then  highly  thought  of, 
■'V  such  a  fort  as  this  would  n<it  ha\o  boon 
I'locli'cl.  It  foiuied  a  s(iuare  of  i'.OO  fei't 
■  u  every  side'  and  20  feet  liigh.  It 
w.is  vast,  with  large  blocks  of  -I'touo, 
w  Inch  were  neatly  liowoil,  and  it  mounted 
forty  guns  of  the  largest  calibre  then  in 
u.se.  A  l\)rniidable  fortro.ss  tills  to  ho 
placed  in   a  sea  sui)posed    by  us   t^i  be  so 


ico-bi>uiul  and  so  dangerous  that  vossels 
cannot  penotiate  into  it.  Vet  wo,  tiiui 
tliai  the  French  of  that  day  did  not 
regard  the  Hudson's  l>ay  navigation  witli 
that  teri'or  with  whicli  s<Hue  regard  it 
now  .  and  in  17^*2  they  si'iit  one  i>f  their 
finest  ships  (»f  war,  La  Perouse,  into  the 
Huds(U)'ft  Hay  to  destroy  this  fort. 

rr  w.vs  ii(t.\iii,M:hi:i>, 
ami,  after    a    gallant    resistiince,  surreii 
derod  and  was  dismantled  by  the  French. 
So  Hudson's    Bay  adds  war   and  .strif*'  to 
its  history  as    an    inland    sea.      AiiotluM' 
authority.  Sir  'i.  11.    LeFroy.   President 
I'f     the     British    ( Joograjihical    So(  iety, 
speaking    at    Swansea,    in  IHStt,  said  :    - 
"  York    I'actory.  which  in    nearer  Liver- 
pool   than    Now    York,    has    been    called 
the   Archangel  of   tho  West,     (/hurchill, 
however,  although     .some    fartiier  north, 
offers     far     su[)erior      advantages,     and 
may      fairly    challenge    the      title.        It 
w  ill  undoubtedly  liecome  the  futuie  sliip- 
l>ing  point  for  the    agricultural    ]>ioducts 
of  the  vast  Northwest  Territory,  and   the 
route  by  whicli  iiumigrants  will  entor  the 
country."     Willi  such  testimony  wo  can- 
not help    a.grt;eing    with    the    editor    of 
''Canada      in     !'.((•;{  '    who     speaks    oi 
!  Churchill  as  a  town  with   400,000    inhab- 
itants.    Thirty  large  rivers    empty    into 
Hudson's     Bay.      The    Moose    liiver    is 
witle  for  .some  ilistance  up,  but   too   slial 
i  low  for  large  vessels  to  l)e  al)lo    to    navi- 
I  gate  it.     Tlie  Nolsoii  llivoj'  is  the   largest 
'  of  all  ;  its  length  is  400    miles.     It    falls 
1  700  feet  from  the    time    it    leaves    Lake 
I  Winniiieg  to  the  time  it  emjities  into  the 
baj  .      It  remains  oi>eu,  as  far  a.s    can    lie 
j  learned  from  any  available  source,  for  an 
I  average  of  over  six  months  in     the    year. 
I  There  is     a    (piostioii,    howe\er,    as    to 
I  wliether  it  would    bo    available    for    the 
I  navigation  of  large   vos.sels.     as    there    is 
j  said  to  be  a  bar  at  its  mouth  which  would 
:  re(|uire     transshipment      of     caigoos    in 
i  lightti's.     Thus    far.     Mr.    Presiilent,     i 
I  have  touched  on  the  I.istoiy  of 

UIK.  <  ArAIUI.l  riK.s 

'  of  tho  Hudson  s  Bay  and  the  country  sur- 
rounding it  ;  on  its  liaibort;,  its  rivers,  its 
piipduct  ,  its  future  ;  audi  think    I    have 

isliown  that,  if  Calujt  in  I4'.'S,  lludsoi.  hi 
lii|0.(iil)bons  in  UilJ!,  Battin  in  K1.14,  ami 

[  hundreds  of  others  since,  aiiti  amongst 
t'leui      tho       fathers       ot        m.iny       of 

,  those      whom        f        address       to-uigiit, 

'  either  m  search  of  tratle  or  di.H'ovory. 
or,  as  your  fathers  came,  hoping  to  found 
as   tliey  did    found,  the   (irst    .ngricultural 

.  coluiiy  in  what  is  now  termed  the  "  Bulls 

!  eye  of  the  Duminiou  of  Canada,"  felt    uo 


t'ti.ir,  and  vvv  it;  aide  to  ventiirc  thinii^li 
the  liiidHi.irH  iJay,  tlicii  the  I'Mh  century 
witli  its  sU'aiii.  its  iron  slii]iK.  its  thonMand 
iiiitdt!]")!  appliMieos,  i-aunot  lie  afrai<l  to 
venture  where  nu-ii  went  feirliHsIy  so 
man  years  ai^o  :  neither  will  this  i,M-eat 
eeni  luy  of  progress,  ov  tliis  threat  j>rovince 
waiting  its  develojiment,  allow-  the  pre 
jndiee  and  llic  interests  of  a  f(.:w  to  keep 
its  natural  channel  of  tnuh;  dosed  lo  the 
outer  World.  I  woidd  now  lirielly  t;ike 
up  tlie  ijuestion  of  distances,  whieli  is 
really  the  key  to  tlu-  whole  matter.  Tlio 
distance  from  New  York  to  liiverpool  is 
;'>,040  miles  ;  from  Montreal  to  T.iver])ool, 
2,'.»1)0  ;  from  Churciiill  to  Liverpool,  '2,- 
O'JCi.  Hy  sea  llieu,  {'luircluU  is  (14  miles 
lUMrcT  to  Livei|)ool  than  Montreal,  and 
and  114  miles  nearer  than  New  Voik.  Of 
couise  sea  freigiit  is  not  an  important 
matter,  and  it  is  really  on  the  savinjj;  of 
distance  I'V  hnid  tliat  wt;  must  rely  for 
our  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  this 
route. 

TUK  msT\N(K 

from  W  niiu[>eg  to  Montreal  via  Chicago 
is  l,70;3  ndles,  via  the  0.  I'.  K..  1,4:U 
miles.  'I'he  dis'  ;  from  W  innijH'g  to 
ChurclUl  l)y  th  •  st  .•ii<le  of  Lake  Win- 
nipeg .s  under  •«...  miles.  The  distance 
then  from  \Vi)nii]»eg  t>'  Liveipoo]  via 
Chicago  and  Montreal  is  4,()fK»  niile.s  ; 
via  liie  C.  V  II.  mid  Montreal 
-1,424  mill's  :  from  Winnipeg  to 
Liverpool  \  ia  i.'hnrchill,  o,r)7<»  miles. 
Winnipeg,  liien,  is  1.117  miles  nearer 
Liverpoolvia  ( !hurchill  tlian  via  Montreal, 
imd,  e\en  whi-n  the  (J.  P.  K.  is  built,  the 
•Montreal  route  will  be  the  longer  by  <S4S 
miles.  This,  then,  is  all  rail  except  the 
(it  miles  which  is  saved  by  sea  :  and,  in- 
deed, it  \s  a  woiidi  rful  thing  to  think 
that  thoie  slioidd  be.  persons  who,  know- 
ing this,  still  V(riuntaiily  ])ersist  in  blind- 
ing themselves  so  far  to  the  true  inter 
ests  of  tiie  Province  in  which  tiiey  live  as 
to  argui!  against  evi  rv  etl'ort  being  used 
in  orde'i-  to  ilovelop  this  line  'if  road.  IU'.f 
we  must  not  h)(/K  at  the  lliidson's  Bay 
liailwuy  as  only  a  means  of  g<iing  from 
\\  inniiieg  to  the  .'KVilioard.  <  (tlier  eoun- 
ti'ies  are  greatly  ;<lhcted  by  it.  The 
distai'.cc  from  I'ort  Moody  to  Liverpool 
via  .Moutreiil  is  i),SUb  miles,  while  via  tlie 
city  of  N\  innijieg  and  ('liurchill  it  is  L77i' 
miles.  This  ag.iia  gives  us  the  figure  of 
1,1.17  mile^.  w  liich  the  inhabitants  of 
Britisli  ('olumbi.'i  v.nidd  ,'>a\e  liy  travelling 
over  the  Uml.son's  I'.iy  route  in  going  t<i 
and  from  (iieat  liritain.  Then  again, 
thoi^reat  wt-stern  trade  from  China  and 
Japan,  for  which  there  has  been  such 
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a>id  the  future  of  which  is  so  g'reatly 
spoken  of  a.s  bound  up  with  the  int<^re8t,s 
of  the  .American  transcontuiental  lines 
and  our  own  C  P.  FL,  .shows  that  the 
route  via  \N  innipeg  atid  Churchill 
has  advantages  which  im  other 
can  oHe'\  The  distance  from  Yokohama 
to  Liverpool  via  New  York  is  12,0;{8 
miles;  via  Montreal,  Jl.OI!*  miles;  via 
Churchill,  0,902  miles,  showing  that 
.lapan  will  be  abh;  to  send  its  products  to 
the  markets  at  Liverpool  over  the 
Churchill  route  when  it  is  opened,  with  a 
saving  of  1,117  miles.  While  our  road 
triumi)hs  over  that  Lj'iiug  by  New  York 
by  2, 12(i  miles.  San  Franci.sco  eijually  bo- 
comes  tributary  to  the  Hudson's  Hay 
ine  :  and  it  is  not  astonishing  that  the 
great  corporations  in  the  .soutli,  that  the 
groat  ciu'porations  in  E.ustem  Canada, 
and  that  great  coriioration  running 
through  oui-  niidsi,  should  all  unite  witli 
the  I'rovinces  and  Suites  in  the  Eist  to 
<ippose  a  scheme  which  will  tiwn  the 
channels  of  the  western  trade  away  from 
them  and  take  it  up  through  a  region 
hitherto  unknown,  but  the  danger  of 
which  the  men  controlling  these  great 
enterpris(;s  see  at  once  that  «  it  is 
uioottid,  and  are  more  ready  to  appreci- 
.ate  than  we,  whose  salvation  it  is.  I 
woidd  now  speak  a  few  w<»rds  on 

Tin;  FIIKIOHI   TKMiK. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  to 
show  the  difl'ennice,  I  have  taken  the 
tariif  ap\»i'oved  of  by  the  (lovernor-<  «eji- 
eral-in-tJouiuil  on  the  2;}rd  of  March, 
J.S8:!.  I?y  it  the  freight  on  wheat  is$l()pei- 
car  f(jr  the  first  ten  miles,  and  $1 
for  each  additional  live  miles.  This 
wonld  make  the  freight  on  a  car  load  of 
wheat  to  Montreal  !i5.')48.(iO.  Of  course, 
this  tariil'  does  n<it  extend  <iver  all  the 
hues,  and  is  sniiply  to  be  takt!)  as  an  ex- 
ample from  which  to  draw  deductions. 
Taking  the  same  rate,  ami  calcuhiting  the 
distance  to  Churchill,  the  cost  of  a  car  of 
wheat  would  be  ^I'W,  .so  that  this  Pro- 
vhice  would  save  ^2i0.tiO  on  every  cai- 
load  of  wheat  shipiied  via  Churchill. 
Surely  for  a  country  whose  staple  is 
wheat,  and  on  whose  wheat  crop  our 
whole  future  iiro.sjierity  depends,  this  one 
argument  alotie  will  in<luce  us  to  give 
every  assist,iiu\ ,  and  to  incur  every 
responsibility  vvhicli  wi'  legitimately  can 
in  order  to  obtain  so  great  a  b')on  as  the 
increi.se  of  !*2I((.bO  on  Mu;  value  of  every 
car  load  of  (Uir  grain;  for  those  wlui  buy 
grain  buy  it  always  with  a  view  to  the 
ainouut  it  will  cost  them  to  take  it  to  the 


siiiilMiiinl,  .111(1  tlu-y  will  ^ive  the  jwUli- 
iMiuil  prico  it  tlicy  know  tluit.  tliry  c!in 
s;(\i!  till!  iUiKumt  nil  tlu;  frti),'lit.  Of 
coiirs**,  ail  our  iiiiportn  hiuI  our  exports 
uoiikl  l>u  alikt!  .iHcctecl,  and 
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uiiiild  '^ritw  up  hotwouii  tliis  luiniUy  iiiid 
!|r!  iiiotluir  liiiul,     which     I    would  gladly 

Sil!   dfVoloptld,   hfCHUHl)   I  bcilil'Ac  it  wnuld 

UMid  to  uiako  capit;il  tlovv  freely  into  this 
roiiiitry  and  make  the  people-  at  homo 
intereHtod  in  our  future  and  our  dcvoloj)- 
aieiit,  and  would  renew  and  insure  an 
iTa  of  proHperity  of  which,  alas,  we  see 
too  little  to-day.  Now,  J  would  take  up 
i'l If  a  moment  the  ohjcotioiis  which  have 
iiiMMi  l»roii<.dit  forward  Ity  a  newspaper 
which,  I  regret  to  Hce,  has  alone,  of  all 
thi.'  press  in  Manitoba,  become  tlu;  herald 
111  ihe  opposition  to  the  niidsun's  Hay 
iiiute.  1  hatl  often  regretted  thut  the 
\\  innipey  Times  was  not  more  ciriMilated 
ilian  it  is  among  the  rural  comnninititiK 
III  this  Pnviiiee,  because  it  represents  to 
.1  considerable  degree  the  feelings  of 
those  with  whom  1  .un  in  sympathy,  but 
I  liiii  hardly  rogret  it  now,  wlien  I  see  it 
-iiddenly  becoming  the  chamjiioii  vif  the 
iijipositioii  to  what  every  farmer  desires, 
and,  unaware  of  the  policy  which  the 
(iiivernnient  of  this  (Mmntry,  oi  the  in- 
haliitiUits  of  this  Province  may  ado]»t, 
opposes  and  ojijiosesso  weakly  as  itdoes 
ill  its  issue  of  the  2nd  of  January— a 
work  which  at  lea.'>t  should  be  coiisidered 
seriously,  ,!nd  should  only  be  ccuidemned 
once  its  im[<r.'cticability  Im's' been  thor- 
"iighly  shown.  In  the  issue  i>{  that 
ji.ijier  on  Jan.  2iid,  1  hnd 

FIVE     KEASON.-! 
alleged  as  answers  to  a  resolution  passed 

iiy  a  meeting  of  farmers'  delegates  in  this 

Province.      It  lirat  asks  if    it    is  business 
like  to  urge  the  construction  of    the    rail- 
way to  Huilsons  P>ay    before  the    practi- 

•ability  of  that  ocean  route  has  bi  e'n 
ueiiionstiHted.  I  think  it  is  piT>babli! 
tliat  that  newRpa])er  has  the  opportunity 
■'i' loiiking  at  all  the  authorities,  reports 
i>  Parliament  and  blue  books  published 
Oh  the  subject;  and  if  it  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  jiracticability, at,  least  the  pe())le 
"I  Manitoba  are;  and  1  think  no  .[uostioii 
'Mil  he  taken  to  that,  wben  1  find  from 
end  to  end  of    the    ProviiRv    the   peo|tle 

ugmg  the  constnictiim  of  t'lis  road.  TJie 
!ii^\t  ipiestioii  is  :  What  would  he  the 
laobable  cost  of  building  a  road  to  I'ort 
Nelson  and  putting  a  fleet  of  vessels  on 
the  route  i  SujijiosiiiL;'  it  to  be  prai  tica- 
iile,  what  w<iuld  the  reveiuie  be  i  A. ~,  re- 
gards the  probable  cost,  surely  the  Times 


ifl  aware  that  that  road  hiM  buun  sur- 
veyed; that  jirotiles  of  that  road  .md  of 
the  road  to  Chuix'liill  are  in  i-xisteiice; 
and  that,  wJion  the  time  eomun  for  that 
information  b^ing  necessary  to  be  made 
l>ublie  it  will  be  alile  to  be  placed  in  the 
hanilsof  the  lepieseiitat  i  is  of  the  peoplo 
who  will  have  t  >  deal  with  this  (|Uefttion 
As  for  the  cost  of  putting 
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on  this  route,  did  the  Tiniea  rviu-  hear  of 
;^raiii  being  in  an  elevator  at  a  j)oint  that 
trade  did  not  come  to'  fetch  it  '  Hoes  it 
siip^iose  for  a  moment  that  the  great 
steamship  companies  would  not  he  but 
too  refuly  and  too  !,dad  to  «;;nd  their 
vessels  to  fetch  to  the  English  market, 
not  merely  the  erops  from  Manitoba  and 
the  other  ('anadiau  Northwest,  bntalso 
from  MinncHot4i,  l>akotA.  and  other 
points  in  that  portion  of  the  continent  ; 
and  again,  so  far  as  the  revenue  goes,  the 
revenue  might  bo  nil,  but  the  IVovinco 
would  be  a  gainer,  for  the  eiiorinous  sas' 
ing  in  freight  would  bo  such  that  a  loss  mi 
the  rat^e  would  be  ten  times  couiiteract^jd 
by  the  gain  to  the  farmcf.i.  Quot.tion  ,'{ 
"  Is  it  fair  to  ask  the  Dominion  (;.,»■ 
ernment  to  cfintribiite,  while  yot  it  ha« 
the  completion  of  clie  C.  P.  U.  oji  its 
hands,  to  the  development  of  a  route  tlnit 
wmilil  practically  litstnrv'  a  thousand 
miles  of  that  road  !  "  Has  any  one  yet 
imagined  for  a  moment  that  the  i)omiiiion 
tlovernmeiit  was  to  be  asked  for mv 
direct  assistance  '.  Has  the  statement 
ever  fippeare<l  from  any  one  connected 
witli  this  scheme  that  any  assistanc!'  in 
money  wius  to  be  asked  fh>m  the  i.)o 
minion  ({overnnieul  !  Rut  wha,f  the 
peojile  of  Manit..ba  will  ask,  and  what  the 
jieople  of  Manitolia  will  insist  on  having, 
is  a  fair  and  iiuparti.il  chance  to  develop 
this  route  for  tlu'inselves.     They  will  ask 
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ii<.t  to  ])ut  any  obstacle  in  their  way.  and 
surely  the  Dominion  (iovernment  ]i;i;- 
done  enough  already  in  tlu;  intere.^t'*  of 
the  C  P.  K.,  not  to  be  bound  to  stifle  an 
euterpri.sc  having  a  northeasrerly  direc- 
tion as  its  course,  as  it  has  stitieil  one 
having  a  .southeasterly.  -Vs  f.»r  that  p,i,rt 
of  the  i|uestioii  which  says  that  it  would 
destroy  a  thousanil  miles  of  that  road,  the 
Times  itself  proves  the  necessity  of  vhis 
outlet  to  the  farmer  of  IVr.uiifoba,  for  it 
shows  that  the  destruction  of  a  thou.sand 
miles  of  the  C.  P.  U.  would  mean  that 
the  farmer  could  more  cheaply  and  bettei" 
.sliip  his  grain  to  rhurcliill  than  he  could 
to  Montreal,  (.'liarity  begins  at  home, 
and  I  do  not    think    that,    uuicli    as    the 


ponplc  of  Manifol'ii  I'lve  tlif  D.uniuion,  j  ontortainiiii»  for  a  nuiment  any  wlioim^  tot- 
tlmy  will  be  williiiu' f"  HacriJia;  tlu-ir  in- |  the  ^uil^lill^' "f  tlu?  HihIsmu's  May  Kail- 
toivHts  l(.  a  Koiitiii.tiital  idi'a  altoiit  <>ur  way  must  l)o  that  (he  majority  of  tin; 
duty  to  tlic  C.  I'.  II.  Tlie  fourth  i]Uis  st(<ck  ih  tninsl'incd  totlu- F'roviiiciaH Jov- 
tioii  Ih  "  What  .iiihHtaiitia!  aaaistaiicf  coidd  ;  Diniiiiiit,  to  Im  li.'ld  l)y  th(;m  in  triirtl  for 
tim  Maiiitoiia  <Io\i;nim»;nL  i,'iv»;  ti>  the  |  tin-  Province  ot  Munit^>ha.  and  tl)at  tho 
]iroji.'ct  '.  Mow  couM  it  lamv  the  money  ;  control  of  that  line  of  road  must  he  \'e«teil 
hut  hy  iliiect  taxation  upon  tlie  farmers '"  ;in<l  forevcir  rest  in  the  people  of  thi.s 
As  ion;,'  ;i8  the  \Viniu[te^'  Tunes  cnn'intd  Province.  \Mi«'n  I  i;ome  in  a  moment  (ir 
itself  to  Hiicli  <|ue8tion8  as  the  three  pre-  two  to  lay  Itefoie  yon  tlie  sehenie  whieh 
\ioun  ones,  I  *.ould  .see  no  ohjection  to  its  ,  some  f^'entlemen  thi!\k  will  he  th(!  heat  in 
doing  «o,  if  it  imaj^'ined  that  sucli  weak  '  the  intt:reHt8  of  this  road,  you  will  see 
ar^jumeins  would  have  any  etlect;  hut  I  ;  clearly  that  tin  <!oveinment  fo'-e-saw  im- 
lind  them  dehherately  <;onuni;'  forward  to  ,  mediately  the  (.xils  w  liich  would  result 
prejudice  the  peolde  of  A] auitoha  hy  ;  from  any  assistance  heing  given  uidess 
awakeiiiiiu  the  huLihear  of  dii'ect  taxation,  I  the  eiirtiol  were  a.s.sined  ;  and,  though 
w  uhout  knowing  the  scheme  which  the  '  the  Timew  with  levity  talks  of  tiie  llou. 
(ioveniment  may  have  to  hrin^;  forward,  j  Preinier  I radini,' horses,  yet  that  gentle- 
'i'i lose  words  '' hy  levying  direct  taxation  nian  is  far  too  keenly  alive  to  the  inter 
upon  the  farmers,"  mean  nothing  ujore  or  ests  of  the  Province  aiid  to  its 
less  than  to  awaken  true    policy     not     long      ago      to      have 

A  iiowi,  oK  I'ltivM  i»i(  K  fore.seen  the  olijection not   long  ago    to 

hefore  the  story  has  lieen  [ilaiidy  bold  to  |  have  stated  that  it  must  not  even  he  al 
the  laihlic,  hut  the  farmers  of  this  countiy  |  lowed  foi  a  momimt  to  exist.  However, 
are  U»^  intelligent  (and  I  can  speak  here  |  I  mu.st  tiidsh  si)eaking  of  the.se  oh jections. 
as  reine.senting  them  both  hi  western  i  I  wa,s  .so  s  irry  to  see  a  leading  journal 
ISFanitoha  as  a  memhei-  of  the  Local  |  jidtipt  the  course  it  has,  especially  when 
House,  and  htu-e,  next  lo  the  City  of  ,  its  leanings  were  tln^  same  as  my  own, 
Winnipeg,  JUS  the  Warden  of  the  Munici-  j  that  I  had  to  refer  to  them  to-night.  It 
paliry),  to  allow  them.seUes  to  he  hood-  j  must  he  taken  as  the  exponent  of  the  ol) 
winked  hy  any  worn-oiu  cry  likt;  f.hat.  |  jectionists,  and  as  tlu-y  h.ive  no  stronger 
lint  if  it  can  be  shown  th«|n  that,  even  j  argument  in  reserve,  I  think  from  them 
by  direct  t;ixation,  and  a  he.ivy  taxation,  |  the  scheme  need  fear  but  little  op]>osition. 
tlie_^  can  s!i\c  enough  irom  the  freight  on  j  .Vnother  objection  that  is  raised  is  that, 
their  gmiii  to  pay  that  tax  ten  tiim:so\er,  !  constitutionally,  we  have  net  the  p<»wer 
they  will  be  willing,  and  they  will  de-  |  to  bonus  the  railway  or  to  take  any  jtart 
niaiid,  that  the  Legislature  imi)o,se  the  |  in  its  construction,  because  a  great  por- 
t-ax,  and  the  jieoph  receive  the  beiietit  of  j  tion  of  it  will  be  outside  the  limits  of  oui- 
thi.'?  i:ite,     The  lifth  t|Uestioii  shows  more  |  Province.     This,  however,  I  am  told,  the 


fully  than  any  other  the  Wbakuess  of  the 
u])position  ofl'ered  to  the  scheme  The 
Times  asks,  "Jiow  could  the  Provincial 
(ioveniment  juevent  the  Port  Nelson 
road  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  speeu- 


I'remicr  has  foreseen,  and  1  hear  that  he 
is  now  on  his  way  to  Ottawa  to  ask  for  an 

KXTKN.-ilO.N   Ol    oil!    l!(tlM).\l;li;s 

in  a  northerly   <lir»!ction,  whieh     will    do 
away  with  this  objection.      I  imagine  that 


kitors  and  moiiopdlists  '     No  law  can  sto]v  1  those  who  bring  it  forward  take    it  under 

sub-section  2,  section  ^12  of  the  [British 
North  America-  Act.  lint  if  we  cannot 
get  onr    l>oun<hirie«    t;nlarged.  we  can  at 


the  transfer  of  lailway  property  from 
those  who  have  to  sell  t^i  those  who  wish 
to  buy.     The   speculatcjrs    and    monopo- 


lists might  with  eoiial  dignil\  and  force  i  least  Lfet  that  clause  moditied,  Jind  if  the 
ask  Mr.  Nort|iiay  to  prevent  our  farm-  interests  of  Eastern  Canada  and  of  large 
ers  fnjin  trading  horses.  Moreover,  300  ;  corporations  have  (whidi  I  d(;  not  believe 
miles  of  the  Port  Nelson  road  would  be  j  they  liave)  so  liea,vy  a  weight  at  (Jttawa 
outside  the  boundary  ol'  Manitoba.'  as  to  prevent  our  bi.ing  aide  to  obtain 
Would  it  surprise  the  Times  to  knr)w  |  the  removal  of  this  ehiuse  and  jtussibly 
that  every  i>rop<isition  and  every  com- I  of  others  which  may  exist,  which  appear 
munioatioii  which  has  been  had  between  ;  to  me  to  be  the  greatest  dilliculty  in  oui' 
any  persons  who  have  interested  them-  road,  then.  1  say,  it  will  be  for'  the  peo- 
•selves  in  forwarding  this  scheme,  and  the  [de  of  thi-s  Province  to  look  to  a  Pari ia- 
members  of  the  Provuicial  (iovernmont,  i  ment  acr(»83  the  .sea.  unprejudiced  and 
lia.~<  met  with  unbiased,  which  has    e\er    been    n;ady  to 

THK    ANswKi;  fairly  meet  tlie  wants   of   colonists    wjieii 

that  a  Bine  tjua  liou  ol    the    rJovornuKint  i  they  appoal  to   it,  and    give    them    such 


lt','isIiitioii  as  may  bo  uoctwrnu-}  to  remove 
lliin 'UMriilty.  Now,  to  turn  for  a  mo- 
iiii-iit  t"  tlu»  i)l;ius  tor  the  coiistrdtlioii  of 
tins  I'oiid.  Two  l>oiiiiiii(m  clmrtfis  liiivi.; 
iiliciiily  boon  ^(laiitod,  botli  in  tlm  year 
iSMJ.  iind  I  l»elitjvo  otliors  are  Ikmiii,'  aii- 
,1  1(1  fnr.  <  )nt  of  tlmsc  olmrtors  incliuli-.s 
iiiioiij^  itH  ilirociors  niun  who  are  known 
iijiitalistH  tlirougljoiit  Canada,  and 
Mil  .ny  tlifiii.  partifuliirly,  Mr.  iVtcr 
i;  .l|.ath,  wlio  liiiH  foi'  yearn  rtMidiid  in 
I  i.luidand  is  a  known  man  llu-re,  and 
'\hi  su  luilp  would  In'  of  tho  .str')ii!,'i'St  on 
,'.<■  I,oMiIoii  iiiarkiit  and  in  a^'itatiiiL,'  |iul)- 
Ik'  li'cling  tlu-ro;  and  I  .slioiild  not  tortfut 
ihai  another  yon tlenian  wlio  i.s  connoctod 
•.  itli  tills  cliartor  is  tho  man  win;,  as  it.s 
pit  sidont,  has  juvn  thi^  buildin;,' i>f  thi- 
nly lino  built  in  Manitoba  as 

W    KsrillKIV    I\nKl>KM)KXT    iM>.vn. 
i   illiido  to  Mr.  Duncan  MyrArtliui,  now 
\  ic-  l*i'osidont,  but    formerly    l're.'*idrnt 
'I  rlio  Manilolia    Northwustoni    Railway, 
i  lau    testify   that,  but    for    tlio  liaancial 
iliility  of    that    f,'e7itloHian,  and   for   the 
i."mai,'o,  iind    experience  of    the  lion.  C. 
r    iirown,  as   Ins   co-adjutor,   that   road 
uiHiM  never    have  boon    liuilt.       If,  with 
rlic  tiitlieultio.s    which    met    tliem     these 
Uriitlonion  and  otheirt  who  were  aa.sociated 
n  ill  them,    were    able    to   yain  Hr^t   the 
'I  iildin;,'  of    that    lino,  it  ajtjtearh    to    nu? 
:li:if    Mr,   MacArthm's    connection    with 
ihiN  new  lino  ia   a  8tn)nii  guaran*-ee  that 
i.iii'  matter  will  be  pushod  to  a  successful 
i.ssiu'.     To    you.     m'litleiuon,  it    must  be 
s  itisf.ictory  that  a  resident  of  IvUdonan  i.s 
'1  the  fore  in   this  enterprise,    as   he    is 
ibvav.'<  to  the  fore  in  any  o)itei[)risc  which 
ii  IS  for  itsobjoctthodo\-eh>i)iHentof  (iiiire- 
.s  urccs.      Now,  I  think,  it  wouhl  be  use- 
!i'>s  fur  this  company  or  any  other,  stronj^ 
.!>  tile  men    miL,dit   be, who  od'.iiposo  it.  to 
iiffoijipt  t<»    lloat     bonds  on  the     Londin 
Miiu-ket  with     tlie  o|)position    they  would 
lui-et  from  all  the   great  American  r<»ails, 
...nd  al.so  from    the    Canadian  ones.     The 
schi'iiio  would   l)o  cried  down  in    London  { 
i'«  •  uch  a  degree  that  it  could  not  reason-  j 
ibly  liojie   to    meet:  with  any  success,  for 
'ii'  p  )wer  of  all  those  great  transatlanfic 
liii'-H  united   together   would  be  a  weight 
against  whicli  few,  if  any  men  conld  com- 
l>.a  successfully.     IJut   the   plan  whii^h  1 
believe  .should   be   adoj'ted  is  tliis  :     Let! 
the  I'io\  ince  of   IV[;initoba  issue  its  bonds  i 
t  '1  the    sum   reiiuirod  to    build  the  road, 
|tii(.!<o  bonds  would  not  meet  with  the  same  ; 
pjM'.sition.  j 

THE   C'AN.VDIAN   0()VKH.\>rKNT  ! 

''iiough     its    agtsnts  Would  have  to  assist  ' 
tfieir    being   floated,  for  the  credit  of  the 


Dominion  is  tied  up  to-day  with  tho 
credit  of  till  Ncn-thwost.  The  C.  P.  It. 
Would  not  I'O  aide  to  decry  the  socuritieB 
from  tile  iVoviiKo  and  the  cimntr^  on 
which  it  depends  for  its  future  dividends, 
while  tilt  gloat  orntral  I'ails  would  hardly 
be  HUi'i  an  authority  against  tiie  I'ldvince 
of  Manitoba  as  they  nnght  be  against  a 
railway  .scheni''.  In  ret';rn  for  these 
bonds  1  wnld  sMgi;«>t  that  the  tiovern 
iiient  of  Manitoba  should  take  from  the 
railway  company  its  ImuhIs  to  an  oipiai 
amount,  and  as  coi!  iteral  se<;urity  siiould 
receive  a  iii.ijoiity  ol  the  cajiital  stock  of 
the  line,  to  be  held  by  tru.stoos  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province,  who 
should  hoi  1  that  stock  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  Logislaturi'.  which  would 
l)e  represonted  '>n  tho  board  of  trustees 
of  the  coiiipany  Viy  conimi.ssii  lers,  wlio 
would  always  ha\ •  a  veto  voii-  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  actions,  buaimss,  and  all'aii's 
ot  the  coiiipuny.  With  this  arrange- 
ment, 1  think,  tlie  interests  of  the  Pro- 
viiiif  Would  be  well  socU'ed,  and  we 
should  see  in  a  slioil  time  a  country,  the 
diHorence  in  whose  altairs  would  be  ex- 
traordinary, and  life  \sould  be  renewed 
again,  business  wniild  again  tlock  through 
our  streets,  .and  [loople  who  have  almost 
ceased  to  hope  would  hope  again.  We 
should  lioai  no  more,  as  we  havi;  heard, 
of 

ANNEXATION'    OH  SKlKSSlON 

find  lu  ar  no  more  disloyalty  to  liritain  or 
to  the  I)omiiiioii  ;  but  wo  would  seo  this 
Province, aftorbeing  taugiu  asevere  lesson 
by  the  boom  of  _  two  years  ago,  takini^ 
advantage  of  its  renewed  jirosperity  and 
built  iij)  on  a  solid  couiiiurcial  base  of 
biisines.s  and  indu.stries  which  would 
gratliially  form  it  into  the  gnat  country 
\\hich  w  J  all  believe  it  is  destined  to  be. 
Wo  would  .see  in  jilace  of  farmers  leaving, 
•IS  they  are  leaving  to  day,  men  flocking  to 
our  shoios  from  the  overcrowded  tlistricts 
of  England.  We  would  not  luod  then 
to  send  immigration  agents  to  every  little 
village  in  England,  but  the  connection 
Viotwoiii  Hiidsoirs  Bay  and  ourselves 
Would  bring  a  direct  trade  wldcli  wouhi 
make  this  country  known  ;  which  would 
devoloj>  the  inti;rest  wliich  p-eople  at 
hoiiii;  took  in  us,  and  would  lead  them 
cheerfully  to  .send  thoKo  dearest  to  tliem 
to  make  their  home  in  this  land.  For 
the  man  who  is  able,  amidst  the  diHicul- 
tios,  dangers  and  the  opposition  which  lie 
will  surely  iiu'i^t,  to  bring  about  the  result 
of  !i  road  being  built  from  Winnij'ogto 
Churchill,  a  future  is  ojjen  such  as  few 
men   are    able  to   grasp  in  the  history  of 


the  world.     Ho  will  by  hm  wi  clmnicp  tho  I  ca«t  uway   tht-ir  iloubU  ami  fcarB  biuI  iir«' 
trmlf  .J  \Vc8t.'i»i  A.n.Ticu   iii;<l  »lovcl..i.  it    „„„.,.  than  williiK^'  todoiilliiitlicirpowor N. 


tiiii'iiifh  his  jimviiitii  to 

A    NKW    SKAI1(»\HI>, 

aii.lKla.Uo.u.l  IImmI'  till- iiuiii  cOwson  t..!<'f  ^^ohv.  w\u>,  m  tiio  intcivHtH  ..ftlio 
cany  oiif  this  ^'Ivat  intoiiniHc  woru  U>  hv.\  Kust,  or  ol  rival  itintituti(>n«  which  uiijj;ht 
a  ii;itiv«!   nf   ili(!     Kcd    Kii.T  .sottk-iiient.    l)o  prejuduMally    aHeotiKl    hy    it,  aro  es- 

uhility,  hy  hi.H  oratniy,  liy  hiH  taot,  haant)  .  ,    i       , 

to  Mil-  I'lvsiait  ti.iir  h'eld,  as  )....  has  do  I  ^  l'^"i''''  "'"♦'*"'l  and  din-ply  iii  (.•anirnt, 
HoiM'dly  luld,  till' t'n.st  i»liui!  in  tlu  (i'.v  j  iu»  tho  pi'uplo  of  Manitoha  t'vidiiitly  an- 
enuiuMit  of  hin  native  Pn.viiu;.'.      l    liopo    ,,n  this  siihje.-t,  can  hardly  tail  to  acn-in 


forward  il  and  to  defeat  the  luachiiiatioiia 


and  1  trust   that    it  is  rcBcrvi  d  forliiiii  ti 
stMiiii!  as  a  iiowuin;'   act    in  liiw  career  of 


plish  their  ohject.     The  early  opening  up 
if    llie    route     wliiclt     irivcK    inonii^e    ol 


usefulness    this   gfat    1 n  for  Mie  land  I '"    "'^'    ''""*''     ^''"^"     ''''^"*    promise 

where  he  was    horn  ;     anil    pioud  indeed  ]  revolutionizini,'  the  whole  trade    reliitii-ns 
will  it  he  for  you    i>eni>le    horn    on     the  |  of  northern    and    wostoni    America  may 
hanks  of  this    Ued    HiNer,  if  one  of  ym-    t)„.,.,f„j.^.  ,,^.  n.^Hdontly  cunted  on. 
Helve.v,  iH  the  man    (,,,    l.irce  tliioii<Mi  <lan- '      „,,  ...  , 

ger,  throuKh  opposition.  throu.,di  irony,  j  "'^'  """**  strenuous  oppos.tmn  la  to  he 
the  iron  hand  which  will  conn  n't  this  in- j  Hiiticipated  a*  Ottawa.  To  su'oe.s.sfidly 
l.and  I'lovuici-  with  thut  great  inland  sea;  iiu'ct  ami  overcome  this  is  now  the  all 
into  which  Sehiistien  Cahot  sailed  nearly  i;„portant  matter.  The  Eastern  fVov- 
four  liiimlreil  years  a-'o,  .  .  .       i        i 

incus,    111    pursuance    ot    what  they  con- 

I  ceive     to     ho      their     rit^hts     luid     in- 
Fmn  ih.  Daihj  Urn'  1're.^s  of  Jan.  Wth.  ^^.,.,.^^^^   ^-^^    midouhtedly  set  thenmolv.'.s 

TilKHI  l>SO\'S  H.i\  ISOriE.  against  us.  The  ('.  I'.  U.  will  brin<j 
The  recently  dolivurud  lecture  of  Mr.  j  its  powerful  intiueiice  to  bear  for  the  do- 
K.  I'.  Leacock,  M.  P^JP.,  I'ublished  in  j  feat  of  ,i  more  dangerous  rival  to  its 
last  week's  Free  Press,  puts  the  evidence  '  throu;.^li  tratlic  than  evoii  the  abolition  of 
in  favour  of  the  Hiid.soii  .-^  Ihiy  route  in  a  \  monopoly  would  call  into  ;.,'.xi-fen*e.  The 
most  forcible  maniior  and  sliouhl  con- i  chronic  skeptics  who  abound  in  all  conn - 
vince  tlie  most  sceptical  of  the  entire » tries,  and  are  of  course  to  be  found  here, 
feasihilit}'  of  canyiiig  out  that  trreat  j  are  exerting  themselves  to  throw  cold 
.scheme.     Mr.     L«;.icook's  words    will    be  i  wtiter  on  the    scheme  and    to  di.scouv.ti'e 


read    with    the    ileepest    iuteri'st  at  the 
present  time  in    this  country,  the  eyes  of 


those   who  are    strivin''  to    carry  it     to  a 
successful  c<iucltision.     They  are  ably  as- 


imr  entire  population  beint^  so  eagerly  ;  siated  by  the  self-styled  jiatriots  in  our 
directed  towards  Hudson's  P.ay  as  a  pros-  <  midst,  who  are  .so  iiittuisely  loyal  to  the 
pective  way  of  escape  fri>m  th<'  dihiciilties  i  iJoniinion  that  they  are  ready  to  ili.scoiin- 
with  which  they  are  be.sct.  i  tunaiice  any  pro])o.sal    whose  i»rimary  oli- 


<  )ur  farmers  are  appaiently  more 
directly  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
propositi  Route  than  others,  but  it  is  only 


ject  is  not  to  l)uild  ti])  the  Eastern  Prov- 
inces at  the  expense  i-f  tho  Northwest. 
The  combiaed  opjjosition  of  all  these  lias 


apipareiitly.  Whatever  is  of  imjiortance  ;  to  be  defeated  before  even  the  j)relimi- 
to  them  is  of  eijual  importance  to  the  i  nary  steps  can  be  taken  towards  the  open- 
wholi'  conunuHity,  since  all  are  depend-  [  ing  up  of  the  lloitto. 
entonthem.  On  their  prosperity  must.  The  battle  will  commence  probably  in 
be  based  any  permanent  prosi'ci'ity  for  a  very  few  days,  as  it  is  announced  as 
the  counti-y.  The  Hudson's  Bay  scheme  the  intention  of  Premier  Nonpiay  to  pro- 
has  now  been  pretty  fully  di.scus.setl  and  oeed  to  Ottawa  almost  inuiiediately,'  for 
the  testimony  for  and  against  it  carefully  '  the  purpose,  it  is  said,  of  askiii,'  from  the 
weighed.  It  is  safe  to  .say  that  the  great  Dominion  tiuthorities  certain  coiice.->sions 
maj<>rity  of    tho  people  of  Manitoba  have  I  witiiout  which  this  l'ro\ nice  will  be    jire- 


li.s  Miisninll  Will  «h;  ivWilitiMl  will'  the 
(|,',|K»t  iiiterusl.  Much  will  ik'pcud  on 
th.  iittitiulo  JiHsuiiiu'l  hy  liiiii  ;  ami  it  is 
..f  tlio  utiii'iHt  iiiipoi-tiiiKv  tliiit  hu  sluiiild 
ii;.lir«tHi)il  tliat  lliu  proplt!  >>f  Miiiiil-ilKi 
\^,iili.'  HaiiHHtfd  witli  iiotliiiijj;  lisH  tliaii 
•  i'-   .KiupK'to   8iicoo8».       Tlioy  iiro  tlior 


•  lilv    in    oiiniest,     hikI    aliVL-    ti 


tl 


u; 


I.  (I  ti'iiin  giving  to  the  schuiiic  tlu'  as  i  diHCOv«ry  of  mountains  of  gold.     The  Kut- 
.^tiitiiiiiii    it    letjiiircB.     The    oiittoiiif  of  |  ern  Provinoei  and  thf  Atlantic  Htatet  would 

oppose  the  opening  of  the  route,  fur  It  would 
at  once  destroy  their  commercial  supremacy : 
but    every boily    and    ever)     interest  in  the 
Northwest  would    hail    it    rjuite  as  euthus 
iastically    as    Mr.    l/oaoock.     The  <"'    V.  R. 
authorities  say  they  will  nut    put   a  Htoue  in 
the      way      of      those      who    arc      l<ack 
iug       the       Bohemt'.       It       would     cripple 
tlieir  road  betwucii  VVInnipeg  and  Montreal, 
n.rtsHiti  uf    HfOi.nnti  fni    thuuiHeheH  the    but  it  would  speedily  convert  the  vast  prai- 
ii;,'hi       to      liolp      tlu'iurtulves.       If      ''*'    rie  region  of  th.-.  Northwest,  upon  which  the 
ii._litly  ri-iirosents    the    .ntalo    i.f    fueliii-,'    C.  P.  H.  must  chiefly  depend,  into  a  populous 
lu  IV  to  the  Dominion   (iovt'vuuit'nl,  thoy    and  magniticent  empire.     Mr.  Leaoock  need 
nil  not  dare  to  sund    liini     back     with  a    not  fear  that  the  dovelopmeut  of    this    new 
i.    ;-.ul.      If  he  docM  imi,  he  may    fe«t   as-    oceau  hi»^hway  will  meet  with    any    opposi- 
-red  that  tliu  late  of    hiw  ( loveriiiient   m    tioii  up    here.     He    may,    however,    count 
SI. lied.     Lot  him   aak.    but    if    necewHary    with  safety  upon  the  hostility  of  the  JJrand 
M  hill,  demand,  aasomethiuK  iibflolutolv    Trunk,  of  ail  the  American  lines    that    now 
.  ..eut.al  to    the    continued    existence    of    >''^'>  ^V.,■Bte,•n  produce  to  th.  Atlantic  ports. 
:.   ,,reHent  relationship    of    Manitoba  to    '^■^'^  especially         of        the  mcrch- 

'         .  ^,  ID'         I  ants        and         manufacturers    of     Kastern 

,.   Dumnuon,  that   tins  rrovnice  t>e  em-    „        ,        ,         ,,        ^    ,  ^         *   ^,     »,t      , 
,  ,  .  ,    Canada,  who  will    not    let  go  of    the  North 

,,. .  en  d.  by  the    necessary    ex  ens.un    of    ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^,.^j^^^^  ^  desperate  struggle. 

.' ,  l..undarie8,  to  aid  the  Hudson  s  Hay  ,j^^  ^,,^  practicability  of  the  rout,  has  not 
Kulwayas  it  may  see  Ht,  and  the  peoj.le  y^^  t^^^^  demonstrated,  and  if  Tut  TrMK.s 
Aill  uphold  hiiu  to  the  hist.  He  may  ii^a  incurred  Mr.  Leacock'a  displeasure  be 
nitoly  icU  Llveni  at  Ottawa  tliat,  .11  the  cause  it  has  warned  the  people  not  to  be 
f.'n.i'  of  their  refusal  t-'  assi.st  liini,  he  can-  .  over-sanguine  as  to  the  success  of  the  scheme, 
i  I  any  on  the  (iovernment  ol  Mani-  it  cannot  help  ic.  If  the  Local  (ioverument 
•  lia,  nor  can  any  other  uuui  not  prepared  can  induce  the  Federal  authorities  to  extend 
lu  u.i  to  tlie  foot  of  the  throne  and  the  northern  boundaries  of  Minitoba  to  the 
fnitherif  necessary  for  the  purp<jse  of  north  of  Hudson  s  Kay.  it  will  ua 
■li.uning  a  right  which  is  felt  to  l)e  of  >"  a  position  to  lend  its  iulluence 
sii.h  vital  importance  t.>  our  well-beini<.  <>o  ^^^  undertaking.  As  the  bouudaiy 
1;.      people    are    <leiormined.      Let  their' "^^   «^*"^«'    the  LooaK  iovernment    would 

not  bo  able  to  control  more  than  one  half  of 
the  road  between  hereand  Nelson  or  Church 
I  hill.    Mr.  NoHjuay  aud  his  coUeaE^ues  intend 
'■     ..  the  Daily  Timeo  0/ Jan.  UHh.  ;  ^^  j^  ^j,  ;„  ^.^eir  power  to  aid  in  the  opening 

77/ A'  HUDS:)^'S  BA  Y  RuUTK.         \  of  the  route:  and  there  is  the  best  authority 

111  the  course  of  the  able  lecture  he    deliv-  j  for  saying  that,  in  spite^f  the  opposition  of 

.  ici  at.  Ivildonan  the  other  night,   Mr.    Lea-  !  the  Eastern  Provinces,  Sir   .John  Macdonald 

.  )(jk,  M.  P.  P.,  accused  Thk  Ti.me.s  of  being  j  is  warmly  in  favor  of  it.     If  it  is  practicable, 

mtiio  to  the  opening  of  the  Hudson's    Tiay  |  it  will  be  the  making  of  the  Northwest;  but 

.1  .tl .     The  hon.  gentleman  is  mistaken.    If  ;  it  •»  hardly  prudent  to  assume    that  a  prob- 

■'(-  route  is  practicable,  it  will  revolutionize  ;  lem  8urroun<led  by  such  tremendous  difficul- 

trade      and     commerce    not    of    the  j  ties  can  bo  solved   by  Mr.    Leacock   or  any - 

''  aaadian  Northwest  alone  but  of  the  West-    body  oho  in   the    course    of  an    evening's 

L!u  and  Northwestern  States.     The  creation  |  entertain rn en t. 

'1   n  seaboard  within  six  hundred  miles   of 

'    (uiipeg  would  be  intinitely  better  than  the 


•  iiii'Sentatives  be  tirui. 


